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Easy Writer is targeted at ESL students in US high school classes,
Community College and Intensive English programs  and is aimed at
improving editing skills, correctness in grammar and writing. It uses more
than 80 authentic student texts written over four years that exemplify the
problems ESL students have. The CD-ROM is accompanied by a useful
supply of tick-off sheets for students to keep track of what they have
completed. 

Easy Writer is based on the technique of looking at a text and identifiying

anything that is wrong. These can be spelling errors, punctuation, grammar,
use of possessives etc. At Level I clicking on the erroneous word results in
the corrected version being substituted in colour. The expert menu (Level 4)
is a melange of all the types of error covered previously, and after identifying
an error, the learner has to manually correct it. 

Grammar help is available at all stages. 

The idea is to go through an essay following a guided process of editing -
checking for grammar, etc, and seeing the final acceptable product. In the
example above the spotlight is on possessives. When you enter the stage of
writing yourself, using the inbuilt word-processor, you can apply the same
acquired editing and checking processes to your own work. 

The design is attractive but not distracting and students do not get over-
involved in how the screen looks. One of the great advantages of a simple
and clear interface like this one is that the student is less likely to be
overwhelmed by the sheer drudgery of working through to the real business
in hand. Moreover, the language of instruction is not pitched way above the
language capabilities of the learners. Some good programming practice has
been adhered to; in student typed input, for instance, an inadvertent leading
or trailing space is correctly ignored. 

The basic assumption is that by identifying and correcting common errors
learners will improve their writing skills. We are not talking about creative
writing or literary style here, but spotting and ironing out those perennial
faults. 

The author of the package – who is an experienced ESOL teacher – has a
clear view of the real language standards of real students and the tasks are
not pitched impossibly high. In addition it does not confront the (probably
stressed-out) student with great wodges of text to wade through on-screen.
The essays here are mercifully short. 

This program stands out for its ease of use and also its originality. I am
frequently asked for information about programs for writing and until
recently there has been precious little on offer. Easy Writer is an
unpretentious program that puts a useful and pleasant plug into this gap. 
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